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The Newsletter of the Montana Campus Compact · June 2001
Ceremony for Civic Engagement Held In Helena
MTCC Breaking News ...
The Montana Campus Compact held its annual Ceremony for Civic Engagement on Monday May 21, 2001.  The ceremony honored college students from around the state who have successfully completed their terms of service in the MTCC VISTA, Montana Campus Corps and Montana Reads programs, all AmeriCorps affiliate programs.  The Montana Campus Compact's Faculty and Student Fellows were also honored.  The 3 p.m. ceremony was held in the Student Center at the Helena College of Technology of The University of Montana. 

Governor Judy Martz gave a keynote address at the event. Stephen Hulbert University of Montana - Western Chancellor recognized all Honorees on behalf of the MTCC Board of Directors.

Throughout the year, dedicated college students and citizens pledged to "get things done" as AmeriCorps members.  They tutored in local schools, coordinated environmental cleanup efforts, structured out of school activities for youth, collected food for the hungry, and worked to meet a variety of educational, environmental, and public safety needs in Montana communities. 

"These volunteers have created an invaluable link between universities and their local communities through hard work and dedication.  By engaging in projects to meet specific community needs their efforts have truly affected lives in the community," said Nora Knell, The Montana Campus Compact's Student Development Director.

The Campus Corps, Montana Reads and MTCC VISTA "graduates" are among 40,000 AmeriCorps members in more than 500 different programs nationwide.  Upon completing a term of service, members receive an Education Award to help pay future college tuition or an existing college loan.

Campus Corps Students honored at the Ceremony for Civic Engagement:

· Flathead Valley Community College
Joyce Workman

· Montana State University-Bozeman
Neoma Nelson-Daniels
Jennie Patterson
Laura Sundquist

· Montana State University-Northern
Margaret Kucera
Jane Lindsay
Tiffany Lowder
Sabrina Stanger

· Montana Tech of The University of Montana
Theresa Seccomb
RuthAnne Shope

· Salish Kootenai College
Shane Dominguez

· The University of Montana-Missoula
Carrie Cochran
Cheryl Eslami
Trina Zahller
Amy Esp

· University of Great Falls
Chris Logan
John Van Setten
Shelley Clark

Dakota Rosales
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	· The University of Montana-Western
Ria Overholt
Polly Rhodes

The Award of Exceptional Leadership was awarded to Shelley Clark from the University of Great Falls.  This award is given for demonstrating overall potential as a civic leader by motivating others, showing initiative and following-through on commitments. 
Shelley was integral in the design and implementation of Family Resource Centers in Great Falls Public Schools.

The Outstanding Service Project Award was given to Ria Overholt from Western Montana College for her project Vamos A Leer.  With assistance from The Migrant Children's Fund and Dillon Public Schools volunteers from the community will work with migrant children and tutor them in English reading and writing skills .

The Montana Campus Compact Award of Excellence went to Amy Esp from the University of Montana. This award is given to a campus-corps member who embraces the fundamental concepts of civic engagement, including making an impact on community needs, strengthening the community and encouraging responsibility.  Amy served as the lead coordinator for the Flagship tutoring and mentoring project and is responsible for engaging more than 60 college students in  meaningful community service projects.  She has a contagious enthusiasm for service that has served to motivate her team members.


MTCC VISTA members honored at the Ceremony for Civic Engagement:

· Montana Campus Compact Headquarters
Jennifer Barile
Anne Geiger
Josh Vanek

· Flathead Valley Community College / United Way of Flathead County
Molly Collins

· MSU-Bozeman / City of Bozeman - Inter neighborhood Council
Cheryn Fairbairn
Ashley Greene

· Montana State University-Northern / Community Service Center
Neil McElligot
Lynda Vande Sandt

· The University of Montana-Western
Roberta Ryan

Molly Collins was awarded the Outstanding VISTA Service Award for her dedication to the Flathead Valley and the tremendous progress she made in "getting things done" in service to Montana.  One of Molly's most successful projects was recruiting over 50 high school students and matching them with volunteer opportunities in the Flathead Valley. 

Additionally, the Faculty and Student Fellowship programs have supported seven college and university faculty members and seven college and university students who have successfully conceptualized, created, and implemented service-learning components into their academic work.  These professors and students have worked hard to connect higher education with the larger society and to help instill an ethic of service into the hearts and minds of the people of Montana.  Fellowship projects this year included a violence risk awareness and assessment study, physical therapy services to individuals not covered by private or public health assistance and the construction of a boardwalk leading to an outdoor science classroom on the Blackfeet Reservation.

"The Faculty and Student Fellowship program works to support professors and students drive to participate in civic engagement.  Service-learning assists colleges in their mission to prepare their students to be active, committed and informed leaders of their communities," said Therese Hetzel, Service-Learning Program Manager of The Montana Campus Compact.

Faculty and Student Fellows receive training, and technical assistance throughout the year of their fellowship.  Upon completion of their fellowship year, participants become part of the cadre of service-learning scholars located throughout the state who serve as valuable resources for other colleagues interested in service-learning.


Faculty Fellows to be honored at the Ceremony for Civic Engagement:
· University of Great Falls

Dr. Patrick Moore
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+ Montana State University College of Technology — Great Falls
Dr. Christine Kowalski
Ms. Tamyne Richardson
4+ The University of Montana
Dr. Maxine Jacobson
+ Montana State University - Bozeman
Dr. Marvin DL Lansverk,
+ Montana Tech of The University of Montana
Dr. William Macgregor
+ Montana State University - Northern
Dr. Kevin Brown

Stdent Fellows honored at the Ceremony for Civic Engagement

+ University of Montana
Tason Karp
+ Montana Tech of The University of Montana
Kelda Hendrickson
+ Flathead Valley Community College
Pairicia Drane
Mark Mistic
+ Blackfeet Community College
Ronald CalfBossRibs
+ Montana State University - Bozeman
Todd Baker
+ Montana State University - Northern
Deb LaTray

The Montana Campus Compact also awarded two Student Community Service Schol-
arships at the ceremony. The two recipients were Lisa T. Hathaway a Geography major
at Montana State University — Bozeman and Scott David Kinzie a Nursing major at Sal-
ish Kootenai College

Around Montana ...

MTCC HEADQUARTERS - The Montana Campus Compact is proud to welcome
a new member to our headquarters staff. Carrie Cochran has accepted the positionof
Campus Corps Program Manager. Carrie has been an AmeriCorps Team Leader at The
University of Montana for the last academic year and she has been very active in the
AmeriCorps Member Advisory Council to the State Commission on Community Ser-
wice. Prior to this past year with Campus Corps, Carrie worked in Health Careers Op-
portunity Program for UM. She is a Missoula native and received a B.A. degree in soci-
ology from Willamette University in Salem, Oregon.

Carrie will be primarily responsible for managing The Montana Campus Compact Cam-
pus Corps program which will include the Montana Reads program for this next year
Carrie brings a breadth of experience and energy to this position and will serve the net-
work constifuency well as The Montana Campus Compact continues fo grow and im-
prove.

BOZEMAN - Camille Larsen has heen spreading the word ahout the Presidential
Student Service Scholarship to area high schools. She is also working on a plan with
The United Way of Bozeman fo set up permanent matches to the scholarship for
schools in the Gallatin Valley. She has made great progress by writing letters to the
United Way Board of Directors and creating a working relationship between the agency
and area schools

BUTTE - Linda Watkins is continuing to meet with key people on the Montana
Tech of the U of M campus and in the community. During the next eight weeks, she
will be creating a survey to include faculty, staf, students and members of the commu-
nity concerning their need and feelings toward an office of community service on the
Montana Tech of the U of M campus. Linda is very excited about the survey, because
she will be able to call upon her own service-learning experience during her undergradu-
ate work at MSU-Billings, under Dr. Craig Wilson.

HAVRE - Lynda Vande Sandt is working on a Family Literacy Grant in conjunc-
tion with Havre area schools. The project will be based at Montana State University -
Northern and will be lead by AmeriCorps member Margaret Kuccera. Lynda has also
made site visits to area high schools to promote the Presidential Student Service Schol-
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	[image: image8.png]arship and has found many qualified students. The students will receive $1000 each for college
mition, if awarded the scholarship

MISSOULA — Reed Mandelko has moved on to the next step in his asset mapping of
youth activities in Missoula. He will be plotting individual programs on a map of the city in
order to gain a better understanding of the geographical distribution of services available to kids
in Missoula. Reed has also been confacting many schools in his area about The Presidential
Stdent Service Scholarship. The response fom the high school counselors has been great and
there are several studenis who qualify for the scholarships.

.
Spotlight on Service ml

Kiwanis Club of Missoula Award
High School Service Scholarships

On Tuesday May 15 at The Edgewater Hotel in Missoula, the Kiwanis Club of Missoula
awarded six $500 high school service scholarships. For the first time ever their scholarships
have been combined with the President's Student Service Scholarship, adding an additional
$500 to each scholarship and increasing the total award to $1000 for students who have per-
formed exceptional community service,

‘This partnership is a result of the work The Montana Campus Compact VISTA Project, a state-
wide project focusing on expanding resources available and connecting higher education to
community service. VISTA, Volunteers In Service To America, is a federally sponsored pro-
gram often referred to as "the Domestic Peace Corps." VISTA is currently celebrating its 35th
year of existence as a dynamic program building communities and fighting poverty.

Fifteen of Montana's higher education institutions are members of The Montana Campus Com-
pact, many of which host VISTA Members. MTCC VISTA Members are working statewide to
award more high school students with the President's Student Service Scholarship, bringing
much needed tuition help to Montana's civic minded young people. In its first year of existence
the President's Student Service Scholarship was awarded to 25 high school students. This year,
with the publicity help and awareness raising of Campus Compact VISTAs, we expect that
umber fo triple to 75

Civic Engagement Tip [ 2

America’s Homeless — They Need Your Help B

For most of us the world of the homeless is distant ~ but in some ways it is quite near. The loss
of a job, the death of a spouse or a child, a severe physical disability or family problems, could
be the route to total despair. Struck by personal tragedies, thousands of people across the United
States have lost their homes and with no place left to go, are forced to live on the sircets

Fast Facts

4+ Each Year in The United States over three million people are homeless for at least one
night.

4+ The majority of homeless are male; the largest portion are single men

4+ One child in five lives below the poverty line, making children the poorest age group in the
United States

+ 35 million people in the United States are homeless, 14 million are children

+ Millions of Americans are among the hidden homeless--people who are one crisis away
from losing their homes

You Can Help the Homeless

+ Develop A List of Shelters In Your Area — Carry a card listing the names, addresses and
telephone numbers of three nearby shelters and feeding programs. If only one of the home-
less you encounter heads for a shelter, you have made a difference in someone’s life

4+ Give Clothing ~ Next time you do your spring or fall cleaning, keep an eye out for those
clothes that you no longer wear. If these items are in good shape, gather them together and
donate them to organizations that provide housing for the homeless. Most shelters need to
have clothing on hand.
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	[image: image11.png]¢ Join Hahitat For Humanity - Habitat for Humanity builds houses for families in danger of
becoming homeless. Volunteers from the community and Habitat homeowners erect the
houses. The community chapters of Habitat, acting as banks, hold monthly payments and
the funds are recycled for the next home builr. Typical pay back on a loan is $150 a month,
manageable even on a very low income. The average cost to a family for their Habitat home
in the United States is $30,000 plus 500 hours of "sweat equity"--their own physical labor
and their commitment to help construct other homes

+ Contact Your Government Representatives — Our legislators rarely receive more than
three visits or ten letters about any subject. When the numbers exceed that amount, they sit
up and take note. So let your government representatives know that you're concerned about
housing, job fraining, health care, inner-city education and support services

AY3Y
-

) Cltizenship Competency Corner
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Our selection for this month comes from Laure: Sundguist. Laura graduated from MTCC’s
Campus Corps Program this May in Helena and served for wo years at Moniana State Uni-
versity - Bogeman. This is the speech she delivered at the ceremany.

A College Education and an AmeriCorps Experience

9 days ago I graduated from college and today I'm graduating from AmeriCorps. Since I'm
finally moving into the “read world”, I've been busy trying to put my “real world” resume to-
gether. Thankfully, my “real world” friends have been around to give me pointers on what to
do and what notto do. The following are well... mistakes they have made that I should avoid,

Mistakce number 1, in response to the question, “reasons for leaving last job: maturity leave.”
Mistakce number 2, “Received a plague for salesperson of the year.”

Mistakce number 3, “Personal interests: donating blood. 14 gailons so far.”
Mistakce number 4, “References: none. I've left a path of destruction behind me.”

So with their helpful advice, my college degree and my AmeriCorps experience, I'm ready o
put my resume to paper. As I place my college degree and AmeriCorps experiences in two
categories, one under education and the other under service, I can't help but feel they are one.
For they have worked hand and hand complimenting the other. One is acting like cheese and the
ofher acting like a fine wine.

T graduated from college with a Bachelors of Arts in Spanish Education. I chose this major be-
cause it was a combination of my two passions, the Spanish language and culture as well as
teaching With limited knowledge and little experience, I selected my field of study expecting
the university would provide the needed skills and practice to become an effective teacher.
Montana State University-Bozeman implemented the training and experience on how to be a
classroom instructor. However, it was my AmeriCorps experience that gave me a vnique ap-
proach and decper insight into my profession. AmeriCorps mads me see teaching as three-
dimensional. It took the focus off self and showed me how knowledge is about being well
rounded and being able to see the world through others eyes.

Last year one of my AmeriCorps projects was to co-coordinate the MSU America Reads pro-
gram. This year I was the coordinator of a low-cost, no-cost health insurance for children enti-
tled Covering Kids. Both these experiences working directly and indirectly with children and
youth have shed new insight and meaning unfo my training as a fufure educator

The America Reads program highlighted the importance of futoring and menforing at-risk chil-
dren and youth. Like, the tutors I trained, I also had students of my own that I tutored in read-
ing. We provided our students with special help on a consistent base. Neither I nor the ofher
tutors cured our student’s reading difficulties. However, we did provide them with a positive
role model and a supportive coach who believed in their ability to read. The tutors or the chil-
dren may not have realized the importance they had on the other. Nevertheless, they both made
a difference, and to me that is what being a teacher is all about.

Before I started coordinating the MSU Covering Kids program, I was unaware of the massive
problem of affordable health care for children in the Gallatin Valley. However, after learning
about the ramifications that no health coverage has on children I realized how the problem af-
fected my profession. Children are unable to learn if they are sick or hurt. Health care is essen-
tial for children to grow and develop properly. Although, I was not able to educate all low-
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[image: image14.png]income families about affordable health insurance for children, T did make a difference. By co-
ordinating this program, I learned that my profession is much more involved than just the class-
room.

Mot only have these two experiences in AmeirCorps enhanced my fraining as a s00n to be edu-
cator, but by directly serving in the Bozeman Community and ofher communities, I have been
exposed to numerous organizations and populations. I spent several hours with elderly who
shared with me their personal history and wisdom about life and the world. I have worked with
the mentally and physically disabled, which allowed me to see unconditional acceptance and
courage. I also aftended two Native American Youth Service Days in Browning, exposing me
to Blackfeet culfure and a sense of truly giving fo a community. All these experiences and in-
teractions with these people have greatly broadened my horizons and expanded my perspective.
Though my time with all of these groups was limited and my contribution small, I still made a
difference. Had I not been an AmeriCorps member, I would not have actively interacted with
such diverse lifestyles, cultures, attitudes and values. They have taught me the imporiance of
acceptance and keeping an open mind. What I have learned from these people will reflect in
my teaching and be passed on to my students

Tleave you today as a college graduate and an AmeriCorps graduate knowing well that what
they both have taught me could not possibly be condensed in a resume. Together they have

challenged me to see the world oviside my thinking and surroundings. My college education
and AmeriCorps experience will always stay with me and will live on through my students

¥ Resource Rounpup
ke

Tutor Training Information

+ MOSAICA Training Briefs — a 2 page newsletter chock full of training ideas
and tips. Contact MOSAICA at (202) 887-0620 or mosaica@mosaica org

+ Check out this helpful training web site (lots of icebreakers and energizers) -
‘wrww books megrawhill comfirainingftoolchest/zames

« A newsletter designed to address a wide range of tutor related issues. Help-
ful hints, creative and fresh ideas. Go to wwiw. nwrel org/learns to download
the latest copy of “The Tutor” quarterly newsletrer.

To the first person who answers
this question correctly.

What do Senator Tay Rockefeller
and NPR/Car Talk's Ray Maglioezi
have in common?

Be the first to e-mail us at

mtccinfo@yahoo.com and the

t-shirt is yours!
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	Compact Connects is a publication of 

The Montana Campus Compact.  

Do you have news, photos or announcements that you would like published in the next Compact Connects?  Please contact MTCC at (406) 243-5177 or e-mail us at mtccinfo@yahoo.com.
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